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To THE PUBLIC. 


CJT'// E Author of the following Pages having been de¬ 
prived of his Healthy Jo that he is illy able to do 
work fujficient to maintain himfelf, requejls the AJfifiance 
of the charitably difpofed, in forwarding the Sale of this 
' ublication—which he has been induced to commit to 
V by the Perfuafton of a Number of his Friends .— 
hopes the Candour of all who read it, will induce 
to overlook the Manner, and only confider ij-a^a 
•ion of Faffs by a Fellow-Citizen, who was fever 
''s a Prifoner among the Savages of the 
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A JOURNAL, 6 fc. 



M Y honored father lived in Brookfield, in Maffa- 
chufetts, and engaged in the American army 
in the firft year of the late war, at P-oxbury, and died 
the fame year, 1775. 

Being about the age of nineteen years, I enlifted un¬ 
der Enfign John Tillinghast, of Providence, fo. 
an expedition againft the Indians in the year 1791, 
When the period arrived when I muft quit my home, 
•orders were received for a part of the foldiers, viz. 
twenty-eight in all, to embark on board a veftel def- 
tined to convey us towards the Weftern country, in 
which we went as far as New Brunfwick, under the 
command of Lieut. Shearman. On our paflage to 
New-Bruni'wick we had bad weather, though we arrived 
there in ten days ; we remained there about five days.j 
find then being eq.uiped with our guns and acco ■ La¬ 
ments, we marched towards Pittfburgh. The weather 
^ was exceeding hot, which made our journey very te¬ 
dious. We arrived at Pittfburgh fometime in Auguft* 
where Lieut. Shearman religned and went home ; and 
£nfign Balch, of Bolton, took the command of the 
detachment, to Head-Quarters. We remained there 
about three weeks, and then we received orders to.go 
down the Ohio River. The boats we went down in 
were of two inch plank of white oak ; the length of 
them was about forty feet, and about fixteen feet wide, 
and they rowed with four oars, and three men 
at each oar, and over the top of the boats there 
was a roof like the roof of a building, for a defence 
againft the Indians firing from the fhore ; though 
one night we received feveral fhot from them, but 
there was no man hurt ; and fo we continued 
our route night and clay, until we arrived at 
Fort Washington, where we joined the 
main army, which confiftcd of about two thoufh.rd 
men ; and we remained there about two w*:tks. 
Then we received orders- to march for the ISJiamis, 
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about twenty-five miles, and there make another hal^ 
and build a fort, which is called Fort Hamilton, and 
the main army repaired to faid fort ; but I was ordered 
another way, on command ; firft going twenty miles 
down the Ohio River, and then entered into another 
fmall river called Big Miamis, that leads to Fort Ha¬ 
milton. From thence we advanced about forty miles, 
further } this command was under. Fnfign .Cobb, of 
Taunton, and Serjeant Holly, of Rhode-Ifland, and 
confifted of a corporal and twenty-four privates, which 
went to gtiard a boat load of provinons round by wa¬ 
ter. This bpat drew about eighteen inches of water, 
but the river being lower than we were aware of, we 
were obliged to draw the boat by main ftrength in pla¬ 
ces of fifty and an hundred yards at a time, in eight qt 
ten inches of water, which caofed us to be eight c?a^3 
c.i that paffage. On the fifth day at night, we en¬ 
camped on the banks of the river, all except the bo^rf- 
men, who faid they would fleep under the banks of five 
ri’-er bv the boat, which they did. We kept the guard 
on the bank of laid river for fear of theftndians ; and 
juft at day light one of the guard looked down the 
banks and cried out, there are Indians! he had n6 fooncr 
fpoke than the Indians fired at tire boatmen under rke 
bank of the river ; and as the men rofe, up, there was i 
ball ftru k tne bullies about fix inches off, above <rtsr 
heads ; but as it happened there was no man hurt. 
We were all immediately alarmed. A fmall p?rty Went 
in purj’uit of then-, and got fight of the Indians, whd 
were on horfes, and fired at them : pit our firing ad 
them they dropped their packs, and fbmfe/fkiris, and 
fevtral trifling things, which fheyhijd ftoie froih the 
iniiabitants the night before, which we got'; One of the 
bills ftruck an Indian on his rump, but his ftqoping 
forward on his horfe prevented his being mudh hurr^ 
but cut his blanket from his rump to his thaiildtrs; (of 
after I was taken bvxthe Indians, I found out that my 
mafter was there at that time, though I never dare let 
him know that I was in that party, but lie often told 
me how nigh one of the Indians came being fhot. The 
Horfes they had ftolen out of Judge Simmons’s ftable, 
about twelve m;h :• below Fort Wafiungton, and they 
wer<^ purfued fo eio'fe, and our firing tiirjrt them gave 
them a fright, and they went feveral miles bank mi the 
h ' iaitvc 





fame way they came, which gave the party a chance 
to come up with them, which they did, and purfued 
them fo dofe thrpugh the fwamp that the inhabitants 
got their horffs again ; but the Indians made their ef- 
cape, and got off. 

We moved on our way with our boats, but the water 
being fo low we made a very poor hand of getting ajong 
with it, though we went about nine miles that day ; 
and at night we encamped upon as clear a place as 
we could find, for fear of the Indians coming upon us i 
and there was a guard of a ferjeant and a corporal., and 
nine privates, and two fentinels flood at fome dillar.ee. 
vfrom tfie camp, to keep watch that no Indians came 
upon us unknown. But about ten o’clock in the 
evening, feme Indians came creeping up to 
the fire, but the fentinels fired upon them, which 
alarmed the whole party ; we immediately brought 
water from the river and put out the fire, and every 
man took to a tree, and flood in that fttpfttion until 
morning. The Indians kept creeping round, and we 
exchanged feveral fhot with them that night ; but it 
being very dark there was no man hurt ; and when it 
was day-light we went into our boat, and moved on 
our why, but we had.not gone snore than half a mile, 
when looking back wefaw three Indians upon the fhore 
""Wrerc we had encamped, but being very much fa¬ 
tigued, we kept on our v'ay and took no notice of 
them ; and on that day about three o’clock in the afh 
ternoon we arrived at a fmail garrlfon called Dunlap’s 
Station, which was about fix. teen milts from the 
place of our deftination, but we w* re obliged to leave 
our boat by reafon of the Jow neih of the water. 

We remained there about two days, then we went 
through the bulb about tc,n miles, and came to the ar-, 
my, and there we remained until Fort Hamilton was 
finilhed, and then we received orders to march for tne 
Maumee towns, leaving about forty men to keep th^ 
garrifon. The road we went we had to cut and dear as 
We travelled, day by day, which made our journey very 
tedious, for we could go but jfix or feven miles a day. 
We went on our march until we had got about ferty-fi ve 
miles, and then we built another fort, that is called 
Fort Jefferson ; and after we had been building faid 
fort about thret'days, I happened to be on the out-fide 
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picket guard at night. The next morning there were 
three of the guard and myfelf, not having any duty to 
do, obtained liberty of our officers to go half a mile 
diftance a hunting, being very fcant of provifions ; 
and after we had paffed the fentinels, we parted, and 
agreed to take a fmall circle and then to meet upon a 
plain, and 1 went to the right hand, and coming round 
a fwamp >n a blind foot path, a little diftance from the 
plain, looking out for fome game, not thinking of any 
danger, on coming into a thicket of brufh, there rofe 
up three Indians, which you may think not a little lur- 
prifed me, I looked this way and that way for a pi ace to _ 
run, but found it impracticable, for there were Indians 
on every fide with their tomahawks over my head. To I 
faw that I might as well give up as to make any refif- 
tance, dropping my firelock, and putting out my hand 
to fhake with them, they ftiook hands with me, 
and bid me make hafte, and then they took me through 
a Iwamp upon a dry ridge, and fat down for about an 
hour, and then went on again, and travelled until about 
twelve o’clock j then one of them gave a moft hideous, 
halloo, which made the woods ring again, and one 
of the Indians told me by and by I would fee plenty of* 
Indians, and in about half an hctur one of them gave 
another halloo, and a quarter of a mile forward it ^ 

ed as though the woods were alive with Indians? ana 
dite'CHy there came about twenty Indians running to 
meet us, fome with knives and fome with tomahawks, 
and painted fo they looked more like fo many evil 
fpirits than any thing elfe. I thought then my life was 
short, but they all came and fhook hands with me, ex¬ 
cept three or four of them, who looked very furly at 
me, and two of them took hold of me and led me into 4 
thick miry fwamp, and came upon a little dry nole in 
she middle of the I’wamp, wht re they had had afire 
about fix days, watching the army ; but hofooner than 
I had got to the (h e than one took off my hat, another 
my coat, and another my waiftcoat, another my ihoes, 
and one ftript me of rny fiairt and gave me an old onq 
in lieu of ir, which was very dirty } they then brought 
me an Indian who could fpeak Knglifh, and began to 
examine me to know whar condition the army was in, 

I told them as good a ftory as I coul^S, as I faw they 
were upon the catch, I made as few words anfwer as I 
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could ; and after they had examined me as much as 
they thought proper, one of them went and brought 
me fome roafted venifon, and a piece of bear’s meat ; 
and after I had eaten as much as I wanted, though I 
had not much appetite to eat, they afked me if I could 
run faft, I told them I could not ; they then told me 
I mutt run or die immediately. Then they packed up 
their things and fet out toward the Maumee town. 

When they firft fet out from the camp they fpread 
themfelves every way, fo that no man could know 
which way they went, and after they had gory: about 
one mile that way, they came together.again ; and after 
fhey came together again the fecond time, they gave 
a pack of meal and fome fkins about the weight of 
a bufbel of corn and then one Indian went forward, 
and they fet me next, and the reft of the Indians fol¬ 
lowed after, hurrying me on, keeping me on the trot 
all the afternoon, until juft night, then one of them told 
me to run, I told him I could not run, for I was very 
weary ; I had no foonerfpoke than one of the Indians 
ftruck me on the back of the head with the breech of 
his gun, which knocked me down to the ground, but I 
foon recovered and got up again, then I faw that I muft 
run, though I was hardly able to walk, yet was 
obliged to run, and we went on that way until dufk of 
the evening. Then one of the Indians took me and 
-''ftacf foe. about half a mile from the path into a fwamp, 
and the refi of the Indians went with him, and went to 
making a fire ; but my mafter took me and fet down. 
' about two rods from the fire, and afked me howl fhould 
like to be tied, I told him I fhould not like to be tied 
, at all, but he faid I muft be tied or may be I fhould run 
away ; then he took a parcel of cords, and tied me, he 
firft tied my elbows behind me, and my hands toge¬ 
ther forward, and then drew a moggafin over each hand, 
and tied them both together down to the waiftband of 
my breeches, and then laid me on my back, and tied 
a cord round my neck, and another round my legs, and 
tied them faft to a tree ; and the Indians lay afide me 
acrofs the cords. I lay in this condition until morning, 
and it may well be thought that I underwent a great 
deal that night, for I was tied in fuch a manner that I 
could not ftir hand nor foot, neither had I any thing to 
cover me but the heavens, for they never gave me fo 
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much as a blanket to put over me, though it fnowed 
and rained ; and in the morning when they untied me, 

I was fo fliff with the cold I could' not (land, but I 
foiled over the ground and rubbed myfelf awhile, and 
ifet by the fire, till I got fo that I could go ; then 
making theihfclves ready, moved on their way to town 
again. When they had travelled about three of four 
miles they made a halt for about half an hour, then onfe 
of the Indians came and painted me black, and painted 
themleiveS black likewife ; but not knowing the 
meaning of being painted in fuch a fort, I thought it 
was done for their own diverfiorf. But they im¬ 
mediately went dn their way, until about ten o’clock i »L 
the forenoon, then making another flatlet, which baa 
like to have been my /ail, they firfb fpotted the trees 
around for fdinfe dfftance, and then made blacking of 
powder and marked the trees in all kinds of disfigured 
(creatures. Then they came round aqd began to make 
a fpeech, and the Indian that painted me, told me to 
.get up. Now my mailer had gone inpbffuit-tif a 
deer, and was not with the reft of the company. Id thi 
mean tune, while they were cutting their capers over 
fne, fry mailer came up and looked angry at them, 
.and in a great rage, and made a long Ipeebh to them, 
which feemed to difpleafe many of them, but they loon' 
tobk up their packs and was for marching on. 

I was to have been tomahawked heie, but 1 knew no¬ 
thing of it until after I was brought to'the Maumee 
town ; and my mailer Coming up at that time, was the 
means oi laving my life. But we had not gone far from 
this place, when the Indian that was the means of la¬ 
ving my life cold me to walh off the black that w as on 
my face, which he laid was no good, which I immedi¬ 
ately did, and then he painted my face red, which was' 
a token that I was not to die. We went on the re¬ 
mainder of the day, and at night when We encamped, 
they bound me as they did before. Which I thought was 
very hard ulage, to travel all day, and at night be boertd 
in fuch a maimer. But on the third clay, about fb'tfr 
o’clock, we arrived at the Maum d rd\\':v j but when 
we had got within about two miles of laid town, the 
Indians made a hair, and my nufter painted my face' 
one half red and the other part black, and then tied s' 
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large rope round my neck, which hung to my waift ; 
then he took my pack from me, and one of the Indians 
that could fpeak Englifh told me by and by T fhould 
come into town ; and he farther faid, perhaps when you 
get into the town, fome faucy boys will come out and 
ftnke you, and if they do, you will fee a long houfe^ 
and you muft run to that houfe and fit down, and they 
will ftrike you no more, which I found to be true : for 
when we had got within about half a mile of the town, 
one.of the Indians gave a loud halloo, and it feemed as 
though the woods were alive with Indians for a mile 
round ; and immediately the favages came running to 
meet us as thick as the fquirrels in the woods, which I 
thought the moil frightful fight I ever beheld , but di¬ 
rectly we came into the town, and as we palled the firft 
camp there came out a young Indian warrior, and ftruck. 
rr.f on the back of my neck, and I fell to the ground ; 
and when I recovered on my knees, another gave me a 
kick, and kicked me on my face, and as foon as I got 
up another Indian caught me by the hand and faid 
run ; run, you devil ! and as I run he ftruck me over 
the face and eyes ; and when I had got within an hun¬ 
dred r&v.s 6,'cne long houfe which the Indian told me 
of, the path on both Odes was paraded with Indians, as 
jihinv as could Hand.; and as i run through, every one 
tif them gave me a blow, fome with their hand 
and fome with a club, and others a kick with 
the foot, but every one would have a blow at me; 
fo that when I got to the houfe, my face was as 
bloody as though I had dipped my head in blood, be- 
fides other bruifes all over my body. Jult as I got to 
the door, and was going in, one of the Indians hit me 
on th_ fide of the head and fent me paft the corner of 
the houfe ; but I fcrambled up again and went into the 
houfe, and as foon as I eniercd the door I met an old 
grey-headed chief, and {hook hands with aim, but I 
was fo grieved with fuch ufage, that I could not re¬ 
frain fhedding tears, which I think almoft every one 
would have done, but he faid you muft not cry, for if 
you do the Indians will kill you ; but I fat down, and 
immediately they brought me a white man to examine 
me, which he did very clofely, concerning the army, 
and what fituatio.i they were in, though I made my 
Itory as (hurt as poilibie. And then they took him out 
B and 






( 10 ) 

and brought in another, to fee whether I told one Rory 
or not, and after they hid re-examined me as much as 
they pleafed, they went and brought me lome of their 
bread made of pounded corn, and feme hommany ; 
and after 1 had eaten, they brought to me a little pri- 
foner boy that had been taken about two years before 
on the river called Monongahela, though he delighted 
more in the ways of the Savages than in the ways of 
Chrlftians ; he uledme worfe than any of the Indians, 
For he would tell me to do this, that anti t’other, andif I 
did not do it, or made any refiftance, the Indians 
would threaten to kill me, and he would kick and cuff 
me about in fuch a manner that I har ily dare to Fay my 
Foul was my own, although I daily underwent tho 
greateft cruelty. Often times there would Indian 
Grangers come to. vifit their tawny brethren, and the 
firft: falute they would give generally was to knock me 
down, and frequently to repeat their blows ; and if I 
made any refiftance, or (hewed r.efentmetu before or 
after I got up, thole favage-like brutes would repeat the 
fame treatment, with.ierrible additions. I was forced to 
fubmit in filence to that ufage for the fpace of a week. 

It being then about the time the Indians were ga¬ 
thering to meet the American army for battle, there 
was a number of lit angers in the vicinity, and my ma"G 
tcr told me they would kill me, and took me from ths 
long council-houle to his wife’s camp, although flic 
was gone to the hunting ground (which diltance was 
about fifty miles) to winter ; and the favages was ga¬ 
thered together in this town for a general rendezvous, 
and remained here in number fifteen hundred, or there¬ 
abouts, for one week, and then they all marched to 
meet Gen. St. Clair’s army ; and after thofe Indians 
were gone, my mafter’s. Ion took me to their hunting 
ground, where his mafter and feveral young Indians 
were, where I had more of a dog’s life than that of a 
chriftian, for they would not allow me to fleep in the 
camp with them ; and if I made a hut by myfeif, the 
Indian boy would pull it away, as if it was only to wear 
and fatigue me, and if they thought I was offended at 
it, they did it with Teeming more pleafure, and 1 was 
obliged to fubmit, and thro the protection of divin-e 
providence I was enabled to lupport it. 
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In the beginning of winter thofe favages lived only 
four or five clays in a place, and would move eight or 
ten miles further at each move, and kept in continual 
motion until the lhow was fome depth j and by that 
time they had got one hundred and fifty miles from the 
town ; at that time I had to build huts for rive fami¬ 
lies, to cue wood and carry it fome diftance, becaufe 
they would.not burn any but dry, See. I had a verv 
fhort allowance of provisions, and being almoft naked 
for the want of clothes, let the weather be wet or dry, 
hot or cold, I was kept at hard work of Tome kind or 
other, fuch as drefling Deer-lkins, or hunting Rac¬ 
coons ; and with favage (hours they would bid me ex¬ 
ert myfelf, or I (hould die. But the fatigues day. and 
night was not all I differed, for the Indian bovs when I 
was affeep, ufed frequently to put live coals at my feet, 
to divert themfelves in feeing me ftart j and as 1 had 
no clothes to myfelf, I often lay very near the fire; one 
night a boy of the tawny breed drove me farther from 
the fire, but I told them that I would not lay back any 
further unlcfs they would give me fome covering, but 
their cruelty was further exerted in not giving me any 
thing to eat for two days afterwards j and fome times 
I would gee meat and lay it tip in tfie camp, but die 
boys would frequently come in and give it to the dogs, 
on purpofe to infulc me and put me to trouble ; and 
one day there came one only into the camp where I 
fle;,t, took down my meat and gave it to the dog, 
looked me in the face and laughed. It offended me 
To much that I thought I might as well be tomahawk¬ 
ed as to live in torments and vexations, and immedi¬ 
ately caught up a (lick and firuck him over the head, 
and knocked him down, and almoft (tunned him ; I 
was then certain there was not any pofiibilitv of laving 
my life, for he got up very quick and went to :v.y 
matter, and told him of the affair, and it proved well 
for me that he made additions to the ftory. I went to 
a camp that belonged to an Indian trader, and told 
him what had happened, and defired him to go and 
picad me oft'from being killed: but 1 had hardly told 
my ftory, before I favt my matter coming with his 
tomahawk in his hand, and ieemeci in a great rage, but 
the man went and met him, and defired him to h ar 
the other ftory before he vvenc any farther, which he 
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complied with, and after he had heard the truth of the 
whole matter, and how he was always tormenting and 
fatiguing me, turned back and went his way, but never 
faid any thing of the affair to me afterwards. 
Soon after this affair happened, my mafterwenta hunt¬ 
ing for leveral days, and when he came home he brought 
feveral ffrangers with him, and they encamped but a 
fmall diftance from us, and at night my mafter told me 
to cut fome wood for them, I replied that I was very 
hungry, for I had eat nothing that day, and he faw. that 
I did not move l'o quick as 1 ought to have done, he 
called his 1'on, and told him to bring his war club^ 
at my hearing that, 1 caught hold of my leggings and 
maucafins to put them on, but he came in a very great 
rage and violence with a war club in his hand, and 
ftruck at me with great force, and would have kiiied 
me, but as I faw the blow a coming 1 knocked off the 
back part of thecabbin and efcapedthc blow, otherwife 
I fhould have had my brains lcatrered through the 
camp j but I immediately got my tomahawk and went 
about three hundred yards from the. camp, cut wood 
enough for them to burn that night; and having no¬ 
thing on my feet or legs, the crult of the fnow being 
alruoft hard enough to bear me up, but breaking thro’ 
nearly every ftep being knee deep. Thus when I had 
done that fmall talk (ns they called it) my feet and legs 
looked as if tney had been cut and hacked with ficklcs. 
and croffcut faws, the blood prefling forth from each 
ghaftly wound, from my knees to my tees j and when 
the lVvage-likc brutes law it, they 'aughedat; me, and 
faid 1 had got a beautiful pair of ftriped leggings on, 
which would make me reft well, &c. 

They ufed to fend me a hunting often times with the 
Indian boys, and fometimes we fhould be gone three 
or fourdavs at a time ; at night after I had made a fire 
for them, they would make me build another for mv- 
felf; and one time in particular, that we were our, I 
fuppofed we were within forty miles of an American 
fort, and in the morning 1 came to the fire, as they lay 
afleep, and took their tomahawks, and aimed deter¬ 
mined to kill them both, and make my efcape unto 
the American fort ; but I took the lecor.d thought that 
the woods were full of Indians, and if they fhould come 
acrofs my track, and follow me, they would have ten 
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chances to catch me, where I had one to get dear of 
them j and 1 thought I lhould have fome opportunity 
of getting away without running fuch a great rifle •, fo I 
concluded it was beft to be as patient as I could, altho’ 
I had the tomahawk up feveral times to drop it into 
their heads ; but I forebore ftriking. 

Not long after thar, as one of the Indian boys wgs 
fitting one day in the camp with me alone, he on fide 
of the fire and I on the ocher, and having his bow in his 
hand, and a handful of wooden arrows, he would fhoot 
them at me, and after many trials he (hot one into my 
v, rid, which bent the point againft the bone, I caught 
hold of a ltick about three inches thick and threw at 
him, and hit him on the fide of his head, which knock¬ 
ed him almoft fenfelefs; but it happened to be when my 
matter was gone, and he did not get home under three 
weeks after, and by that time it had all died away ; for 
I never heard any thing more about it ; although if my 
matter had been at home I believe there would not have 
been any fuch thing as laving my life ; for I was for¬ 
ced to keep out of the w ay of the fquaws for two days, 
or they would have tomahawked me themfelves. 

By this time of the year corn grew very fcarce, and 
the meat was very poor, and but a little of ic for my 
(hare ; fometimes they would kill a raccoon, and my 
part of it would be the head without any thing to eat 
with it, that was my allowance for a day, and very often 
for. two or three days, and nothing ar ail but what nuts 
I could find in the woods, and fome other trifles, and 
about the middie of March, as fome of the Indian boys 
were a hunting, they found a large black fnake, that 
was drawn out of the water by a mink, and brought it 
to the camp, roafted it with a fquirrel, broke it up fine, 
and gave it to me to eatj but as foon as I found out 
what ic was, I hove it down by the fire fide, and when 
my vniftrcls perceived that, (lie told me if I could not 
ear it, 1 fhould not have any thing, and they never 
offered me any thing more for three days ; but about 
that time there were feveral Indians going upon a fcout 
towards the American frontiers, my matter and all the 
Indians that belonged to our family, went with that 
party, and left me with my mittrefs ;• but there 
were feveral other Indian camps, and fome remaining 
Indians in the neighbourhood, who had orders to chajf- 
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tizc me if I flbould be faucv to my miftrefs 5 and we re¬ 
mained in that place about a week, and fome American 
Indians came within ten miles of us, and killed two or 
three families of the Delaware Indians, which put thole 
that I was with in fuch a fright, that they fled to their 
towns, which was about one hundred and fifty miles, 
but the way we went it was two hundred miles, to keep 
out of fight of fome enemy Indians; the way being 
very bad that we went, our journey lafted tlpee weeks, 
and all that time my miftrefs never gave me one. fpoon- 
ful of any thing to eat, only what I could get in the 
woods, fuch as ground nuts, and fome other nuts, and 
havinga pack to carry weighing fixty or feventy pounds 
(that being my daily talk) and frequently I could get no¬ 
thing to eat for two days ; fometimes I fhould get a 
p ( n'k of ground nuts, and my miftiefs would take them 
all from me. One day I borrowed a gun of a s Indian 
and went a hunting, to kill lomething to eat, and by 
chance 1 found eight large black l'nakes funning them- 
felves, I killed and ftrung them upon a flick, and carried 
them to the camp ; my miftrefs looking out imagined 
I had fome black fquirrels; I came into camp and threw 
down the fnakes at the old fquaws feet, which enraged 
her much, lhe threw the tomahawk at me ; the next 
thing that came to hand was a brand of fire, on which 
I was obliged to leave the camp, and did not come in 
again that day : but when the other Indians faw her, 
that knew of her giving me a roafted fnake to eat fome 
days before, it pleafed them very much, becaule they 
laid 1 ferved her tit for tar, or paid the old fcore ; in 
the evening fbe called me, and afked what I brought 
thofe fnakes to her for, I made reply that they were to 
pay her for the one fhe gave me to eat, lhe believing 
that 1 was even with her, let it drop, and it foon blew 
over, though I fared none worfe tor provifions after¬ 
wards. When we arrived at the Maumee town, I was 
relolvcd to make my efcape from the Indians. We 
arrived at the town about the middle of the afternoon j 
and after I had made a camp for my miftrefs, wr not 
encamping on the fide of the river the town was, I took 
a waik down the river to fee if 1 could find a canoe co 
make my efcape in, which I did, lying under the bank 
of the river, and in the evening about nine o’clock, af¬ 
ter the old fquaw had got afleep, i got up and crept 
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away from the camp, and then had to go one quarter of 
a mile through thick bufhes to the river; it was ex¬ 
ceedingly dark, and when I came there, the canoe was 
gone ; I was obliged to make all the fpeed I could to 
gee back to the camp, for fear I (hould be miffed, and 
I had but juft got to the fire, and laid down, before my 
miftrefs called me to make up a fire ; on the next 
morning there came a prifoner by the name of Morris 
Doyle, from over the river, and I went out to work' 
and afked him if he did not mean to try to make his ef- 
cape from the Indians ; he faid he did hot know the 
woods, but if he could get arty one to fet off with him, 
he would go; I told him that I was refolved to go that 
night, and he faid if we could get together he would go 
with me, and I aiked him how we fhould get together ; 
he laid his mafter had a very nice canoe, and oftentimes 
the Indians would come after tney were gone to bed, to 
come over the river, and he had to get up and fetch 
them acrofs, and he laid I muft come down when I 
thought the Indr ns were all afleep and give an Indian 
halloo, and he would get up and come over the river 
with the canoe, ami we would make the beft of our way 
down the river, night and day, until we arrived at feme 
chriftian fctrlement ; but it happened in my favour, my 
miftrefs went over the river thac day to fee her daugh¬ 
ter, and when fhe came back lhe faid I muft go over 
the river that night and ftay there to clear land for corn ; 
thispleafed me very well,for I knew that I fhould have 
a much better opportunity to make my efcape from 
them, and after I had got over the river where I was go¬ 
ing to work, I ftaid there until about l'unfet, and then 
I aiked liberty of the Indian if I might go and fee Mor¬ 
ris Doyle, I laid I had not feen him for a great while, and 
he told me I might, fo I went to his camp, which was 
about a mile ; when I came there he had juft got over 
the river from work, I told him that be might make 
ready for a ftart that night, for the fooner we went the 
better ; we could make our efcape, for my mafter was 
gone our to war, and all the Indians that belonged to 
that family, and I did not think the other Indians would 
follow us lo dole as my mafter ; fo wc agreed to go 
that night, and as foon as it was dark I went out, as 
though I was going home, and lay in the brulh, until 
the Indians were all afleep, and then I came in very ftiil, 
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and awoke him, and we went down to the canoe, and 
when we came there we fouhd no paddles in the canoe, 
and very poor poles, and the water was fix and feven 
feet deep, and when we had gone down the river about 
half a mile, the Indian camps being very thick upon the 
banks of the river, they heard us going down, though' 
it was fo dark they could not fee us, but there came an 
Indian down to the oank of the river, and called out 
three or four times, and aflced who was there ; but we 
fquat down in our canoe, and let the current carry us 
down paft them, but we had not gone more than three 
miles before we were hailed again by the Indians ; but 
we fee down in the canoe until we drifted paft the camp, 
and then we went about four miles, and there came an 
Indian out of his camp, and came d>,wn to the river 
with a brand of fire in his h f and, and fpoke in his own 
language, and afked who was there, but we made no 
anfwer, but went on as faft as we could; we went on 
for an hour and a half, and we faw fome perfon going 
down by the fide of us with a brand of fire in his hand } 
I then told Doyle that it was not fare for us to go any 
further in a canoe, for I believed that the Indian was 
going down to head u«, fo we run our canoe aflvore, and 
took to the land, and I went forward expecting that lie 
was clofe behind me until I had got as much as a miie, 
then I made a halt, and called him, but 1 could hear 
nothing of him ; I faw that it would not do for me to 
tarry long, for I heard the Indian canoes after us ; I 
went that night with ail the fpeed that I could make, 
although it was very flow, for it was exceeding dark, 
and about midnight it bt gan to rain ; fome part of the 
way f went on the bank or the river, and the other part 
took to the woods, thick and thin, and went through 
fwamps and thickets, fometimes I would run, and very 
often was brought up with my legs againft an old log, 
which would pitch me headforen.oft into the bufli for 
nearly a rod ; and one time as I was a running, came 
to a gutter that run through fioin a pond, and the bank 
being almbft ftraighc down about twelve feet deep, and 
it being very dark that 1 did not perceive it, and taking 
one large fteu from top to bottom came headfort- 
moft into it in about four feet of water ; buc not- 
V hr. [landing I made fhift to force my way through. 
I believe any one mull fuppofe that I was not a very 






frighted at that miftep, but when I came to the bank 
on-the other fide, it being fomething deep, I was very 
much troubled to gee up, and falling back a number 
of times, but by good luck at laft I got out; I travelled 
until daylight, and then went three miles back from the 
river into the woods, and came to a thick fwamp, crepe 
into a hallow log and lay there until evening, and then 
let out on my nodurnal rout ; but faring very hard, 
and my being much bewildered, I did not know which 
way to fleer, but 1 travelled about two hours, and could 
not find the river, then I was certain that I had got loft; 
I then turned another courle, and had nor gone more 
than a mile before 1 came to a toot path, and then I 
did nor know which way to go, but I happened to take 
the wrong way, and had not gone far before I met an 
Indian in the path ; but I knew if I run I fhould cer¬ 
tainly be taken ; and I thought perhaps if I could keep 
by him and fay nothing, I might not be miftrufted ; 
but as I came near him he afked me where I was go¬ 
ing, I told him that I was hunting after a horfc, and 
had got loft ; he afked me whac my matter’s name 
was, I told him I did not know j but he was a Dela¬ 
ware ; then he afked me if I thought I could find my 
camp alone ; I told him that I expedled that this path 
would lead lo fome camp that I knew. He fajd there 
was a camp clofe by us ■, then I told him that 1 would 
.go there with him, and perhaps I fhould know the way 
home from there ; he faid he was agoing there, then I 
believed I could not efcape, as I could do no lefs than 
go with him, fo I followed him to the camp, and when 
we c?me there, he afked me if I knew the camp, I re ¬ 
plied no, I did nor, but I would flay there until the next 
morning, and then I could find the way home ; all this 
time he did not miftruft my running away from the In¬ 
dians, but when we came into the camp, he told them 
that I was loft and wanted to fleep there that night, io 
that I might find the way home in the morning; but 
in the mean time in came the infamous George Girtv^ 
the younger, and he knew me, and alfo that 1 had run 
away from the Indians, for they had' been down to his 
camp that day after me ; when he firfl came in he look¬ 
ed at me, and fpoke in the Indian language, and afked 
them how l came there, they made anl'wer tnat I was. 
loft, but Girry faid that I was a liar, for he laid there 
Q ’ were 
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were two that run away from the Indians, and I was one 
of them for, he laid, the Indians was after os, and had 
lefc word with him to take me up if he could find me ; 
then Girty aiked me if I did not run away from the In* 
titans, I told him I did nor, he laid he believed I told a 
lie ; they directly began to converfe together, to know 
what they fhould do with me ; Girty laid, that he would 
take me home with him, and the next day he would 
take me back to my matter; all that while I fet very 
well computed, as if I could not underftand their lan¬ 
guage, although I knew if I could get over the river, [ 
.fhould Hand a very gocxl chance to make my efcape 
once more. The next day we fet off to go to his camp, 
which was about fix miles; he took very good care 
that I fhould not go behind, for he put me forward, 
follpwingon with a tomahawk in one hand, and his rifle 
piece in the other, and we went in that condition until 
We arrived at the river, and he called for a canoe, and 
we went acrofs, and Toon came to his camp ; but when 
we came there, his father and James Girty his brother, 
knew me, and I'everal others of the Indians, and George 
Girty aiked rne where I wilhed to go ; 1 told that I 
wanted to go where I could have better fare than I had 
among the Indians; he aiked me if they did not give 
rne enough to eat ? I told him, inftead of giving me 
enough to eat, thev gave me nothing at all. He aiked 
me if I was hungry, I told him that fome vi<5hrals 
‘would be very kindly accepted, for I had not eat any 
thing for three weeks hut what I could get in the woods; 
he told me if I would go and cut fome wood and make 
a fire, I Ihould have fonrtething to eat; it was then 
evening, and 1 cut fome wood a'A'ci made a fire. As .1 
defigried to make my efcape the fiift opportunity, I fat 
by the fire all night, and 1 made two or three attempt's 
to get away, but the dogs would hear me, and make 
‘fuch a barking that the lavages would get up to fee 
what the matter was ; but early in the morning I heard 
‘them a whifpering together to know what they Ihould 
‘do with me. 1 he old fquavvs, and young Girty laid, 
they would carry me back that day to my mailer again. 
Hearing this, and not having any chance to get away, 
made me feel very down-hearted; and there was one 
George White-Eyes that could underftand Englilh— 
perceiving that I was fomewhat troubled in mind, 
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afkctl me what the matter was, I told him that I heard 
them fay that they would carry them back to my maf- 
ter ; but I told him I was refolved not to go alive, for 
1 knew they would put me to the torture in a moll 
barbarous manner; and when he told them what I laid, 
they concluded to fend word to the Indians that I was 
there, which they did, by fending young Girty un¬ 
known tome. When he had been gone about half an 
hour, a little negro boy that belonged to James G’rty, 
afked me ifl knew where young Girty was gone, 1 told 
him I did not, he laid that he heard them agree for me 
to be kept there all day, while they could give word 
to the Indians. When I heard this, I went to old 
George Girty, and afked him where young Girty was 
gone, he laid he was gone after an horfc which was loft. 
Then I was convinced there was evil determined 
againfl me. I then told him that it lay in his power to 
help me, and begged he would. He faid he though: I 
had better be contented to go back, for he did not think 
the Indians would hurt me. I told him he could not 
fatisfy me with fuch flories as that, for he knew better. 
He laid he could not pTift me for fear of the Indians, 
for if they knew that he helped me, they would fall 
aboard of him ; but he faid that I might go to James 
Girty, his brother; and perhaps he would afiiil me, 
which I did ; and when I came to him he alfo told me • 
he could not do any tiling for me for fear the Indians 
would find it out and blame him. Then I afked him 
if I might not go over the river to one McDaniel’s, 
that kept a fto.re on the other fide, he faid I might go 
fee him if I would come back again ; I told him if he 
was afraid of my running away, he might fend his ne¬ 
gro boy with me, accordingly he di^ ; but as loon as I 
got over the rever, I told the boy toiftand by the canop 
’till I run up to the houfe, and then I would come back 
again ; but inftead of going to the houfe I went into 
the woods about a mile, and crept under an old log, 
and lay there from funrife until dark ; then went to 
Mr. McDanie’s and told him my condition, and beg¬ 
ged his afliftance ; but he faid it was not in his power 
to help me; but if I had been there about two hours 
fooner I might have had my paffage into Detroit, for 
he had fent two pettiaugers of packs to Detroit; but 
he could not adfft ms for fear of the Indians. 1 afked 
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him if he eould not help me to fome provifions, he faict 
he had none but what he bought of the Indians, and , 
had not any on hand. Then I began to be almod dif- 
couraged for fear of being taken; but by chance there 
was a prifoner who lived near by, who afkcd me if I had 
not made my efcape from the Indians, I told him that I 
had ; he told me it was not fafe for me to be there, for 
the Indians were hunting after me but a little while be¬ 
fore ; he advifed me to go down the river that night ; 
he gave me a paddle and fhewed me a large pettiauger* 
that I could go acrofs the river in to the fide that the vil¬ 
lage was, and there I would find a fmall canoe, and to 
make the belt of my way down the rivet; but when l 
got acrofs the river, and went pad the town, I could 
find no canoe, except a birch canoe, and not being ac¬ 
quainted with them, 1 made out but poorly, and the 
wind blew very frefh up the river, fo that it took me 
quite on the other fide, hard by an Indian campon the 
top of the bank, and the dogs made fuch a barking that 
tue Indians came out, but it was fo dark they could 
not difeover me, and as foon as they were (till 1 pulhed 
over to the other lide of the river, and let my canoe 
drive, and made the bed of my way by land ; then I 
had about two miles to get pad the Indians, and to add 
to my furrow, through thickets and over hedge fences, 

'till I was almod torn to pieces ; but after I had got 
about three or four miles pad the Indian town, I hearsK^— 
two horfc bells at a June dillance from the river, and 
went to them, and caught one, and took off the cords 
that his legs was tied rogerher with, 3nd made a halter 
of them, and put it on, and was juft ready to mount 
when I heard the Ind.ans a little dillance forwaid, 
which obliged me to leave the horfe danding, and make 
tiit’ bed of my way on foot through Iwamps and pond- 
holes. About twelve o’clock that night 1 came into 
a fmall foot path, and ! law an Indian lay afieep by the 
fide of the road ; previous to hi* laying down he had 
trade him a fire, but it was almod out, except a fmall 
coal which I happened to fee, otherwife I fnould have 
lleped upon the Indian which when I law gave me a dart: 
but 1 tteping bacic foftly, and creeping by him, the 
Indian did not awake. So I went forward that night, 
until break of day. Then I went back into the 
woods about half a mile, and lay down and went to 
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fleep ’till about ten o’clock in the morning, then I 
thought I would travel a little by day-light, and I went 
upon the lhore, for the Indians were frequently palling 
and repairing in the road I went in. But after I had 
travelled about three miles on the lhore, I law an In¬ 
dian camp over the river, and they difcovcred me, and 
gave an Indian halloo, and I gave them another, and 
they hallood the fecond time, and I again repeated the 
fame, which made them miftruft I was not an In¬ 
dian, they likewife came down the river and got into 
their canoe and came after me ; but the river being 
very wide, and the wind blew exceeding hard up the 
river, fo that it drove them up ftream fome ways 
from me ; for there was a long point made out 
into the river betwixt me, and where they had 
to go on (bore, and as foon as they were paft 
the point, I left the river and went into the woods 
about forty rods from the river’s bank, and crept into a 
thick tree top that was laying down, where I hid my- 
felf} though I had not been there but a few minutes 
before the Indians came by looking after me, ’till to¬ 
wards evening, and then not finding me they returned 
back again ; but I remained in this place until lunfet. 

I fuppofed the Indians were all encampt for that day, 
i'o that there was no danger. I went on my way 
again. I had not gone but a few rods before I met 
three fquaws, which gave me a ftart, fuppofing there 
were Indians clofe by, but as it happened, there was 
none to be feen. I travelled that night fometimes on 
the run and then on the walk, fometimes upon the fan- 
dy lhore and then up in the bufh. My rooggafins- 
wcre lb worn out that my feet bled, but I made the 
belt of my wav ’till about the middle of the night, then 
I came where there was two large canoes loaded witn 
Ikins, which belonged to the Indians that were encampt 
a fmall diftance from the river, and I went to the canoe 
to fee if I could find any thing to eat, and found a 
bag full of Deers and Raccoons fkull bones, for dreff- 
ing of Ikins; it being very dark, I took to be fome 
bread, and when I had got my hands full, not trying 
to eat any ’till I had got lome diftance from them, and 
when l attempted to eat I found I was deceived, which, 
vexed me very much, after I had taken fo much pains 
to ftcal for my life a parcel of bones. But I made ai* 
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the fpeed I Could to get away for fear of the Indians, 
and travelled ’till about an houf before day-light, and 
then I heard an Indian drum at a great diftance off; 
then I began to be encouraged, for 1 fuppofed by the 
intelligence I had received, that I was not far from fome 
chrilhan people. But when I had got down, the In¬ 
dian town was upon the other fide of the river, all ex¬ 
cept two or three camps, which were covered with flags, 
find flood on that fide of the t iver, and I went to one 
of them asid law nobody except an old fquaw and two 
Imall children, fo I made bold to go in and warm my- 
felf by the fire, for I was very much fatigued and worn 
Out, and chilled through with the cold, for it had hailed 
and rained all night, which made me very uncomfort¬ 
able, being out in the florm ; and when I had fet down 
by the fire about half an hour, the old fquaw awoke, 
and made fome movement, fo I m^de the bell of my 
wav out of the camp, without being difeovered. In 
the mean time it had got to be day light. Then I re¬ 
paired to the river fide. My mogafins being quite 
worn our, and my feet fo fore and bloody, any body 
might eafily tracked me on the ground ; and when I 
had got down the river, about one mile, I came to a 
fmall village of Indians, where there was a (lore kept 
by a Frenchman, and as I paflfed by I faw rhe door 
partly open, and turning to go in, I faw the floor co¬ 
vered with drunken Indians, and hearing one of them— 
fay in their language there is a white man ; 

1 turned and went round the houfe, and there I 
found a hog’s-pen where the hogs had juft crept out, 
and I crept into their place; but I had not been there 
long before the Indians came round the houfe, looking 
after me, but not finding me, they went in again ; and 
diretlly a Frenchman came out of the houfe, and as 
foon as I faw him I prefented myfclf to him, and afked 
him if lie could not afiift me, he faid he could not, for 
fear the Indians would find it out and kill him. fur¬ 
thermore, he faid it was not fafe for me to be there; for 
the Indians would foon be up an 1 likely to fee me,and 
then it would be impoflible for me to get clear ; but 
he faid I muftgo ten miles further, and 1 fhould come 
to an F.nglifhman’s houfe, where I fhould be much fa- 
fer than I v/as rhere ; moreover, he faid I mull be 
,v*ry quick in going, for the Indians would be up and 
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after me, and it would no: be poffible fcrr me to get 
away from them. I immediately went on ten miles> 
which I was about two hours in going, being very faint 
and tired, and ntv feet run with blood ; and the firft 
houfe I came to was a Mr. McCormic. My appear- 
ance at this time, may be fuppofed to be difmal-^-with- 
out cloathing, almoft ftarved—and my beard and hair 
grown long and frightful.—When I came to the door 
and knocked, he bid me come in, and when he faw 
me in that frightful fituation he was almoft at his wits 
end, and cried out where the devil did you come from f 
I told hirri that I came out of the Indian country ; he 
anfwered, what the devil brought you there ; I faid it 
was my misfortune to get among them ; he replied 
that there were a great many rafcds which he would be 
glad to have Haves to the Indians all their days. 1 
thought then I might as well remained among the In¬ 
dians, as to have rifked my life thus far, and be fo 
treated. I then afked him if he knew any white peo¬ 
ple that lived near, he faid I would find them down the 
river. Then I bid him farewell, and went on my way 
down the river. I thought to myfelf it would be fafer 
for me to keep round by the lake to Detroit, and nt>$. 
be feyn any more,, as i. cotld atfriend from a 

And when I had gone on about half a mile down 
the river, walking along very flowiy, and thinking to. 
myfelf how 1 fliould get by fome Indian towns unejif- 
covered, that was on my way, I met a man by the name 
of Th6vhas Smith, an Indian ftore-keeper; and as loon 
as he faw me he afked me which way 1 was traveling, 
I made anfwer, where I could get quarters, though he 
knew by my appearance that I had rn.;de my efcape 
from the Indians ; he further enquired how far 1 had 
come, I told him from the Maumee town, which was 
an hundred and thirty-five miles from che camp : He 
then afked me if I had any provifions, 1 told him it 
was the fifth day fince 1 had cat any thing but nuts; he 
invited me into his houfe, and laid he would help me to 
*6me, which I received very kindly ; for truly he was 
the firft friend I had found on my way. And when 
I had come in he gave me fome vidluals to eat, but I 
was fo faint that a very little ferved me. I had not 
been there more than an hour before the Indians came^ 
is purfuii. of me, and began to enquire after me ; but 
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Mr. Smirh put me up in his chamber, and kept me hid 
there until his boat came from Detroit, then he put me 
on board and fent me on my way thither. But on my 
way to faid Detroit, we had two or three Indian towns 
to pafs by, and the lavages were apprifed of my running 
away, for they had the difeription of me by the drefs I 
had on when I came from them ; but the boatmen gave 
me other clothes to put on, fo that my garb appeared 
like that of a Frenchman * fo I palled by undifeovered, 
although we lay wind bound in an Indian town for 
fome days. 

And fo we arrived at Detroit, April 30 , 1792 . 


F 1 N I Sw 
























































